Wellesley High School
PTSO Newsletter

Parent-Teacher-Student Organization

November 2008
50 Rice Street, Wellesley, MA 02481 781-446-6290
From the Principal: by Andrew Keough

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Entering this, my twenty-first year in education, and fourteenth as an administrator, | find myself reflecting on how |
have evolved as a leader. In the beginning | naively believed that rules and discipline were black and white, a simple
matter of applying the handbook. | now consider myself wiser for the countless challenging situations | have experi-
enced. | have learned, often the hard way. There was for instance, the time when after months of battling a student
smoking problem in the bathrooms of the school where | was an assistant principal, | suggested to my principal that if
a student smelled strongly of smoke, he or she should face the consequence for smoking. She supported the idea
publicly and was immediately attacked in the media for suspending students for “smelling like smoke”. She became
a lightening rod in the press and for abusive talk show hosts (including Rush Limbaugh!) who labeled the idea
“fascist.” | watched her suffer from my not so well thought out thinking. | have learned that knee jerk reactions in
school discipline have the potential to send a terrible message to young people and to the community as a whole
about fairness, discretion, and justice.

Recent events in the high school, related to student use of Facebook required that | draw on all of my experiences in
order to handle an unusual situation in as wise and judicious a manner as possible. In short, two weeks ago, | re-
ceived an anonymous email containing photos, copied from Wellesley High School student Facebook pages, of
some of our students engaged in what looked to be risky/illegal behavior. The images were of 15-17 year olds carry-
ing packages of beer, drinking beer, and engaging in “drinking games”. They were taken in what appeared to be a
private home. This placed me in an awkward position. Although on one hand, | have never felt it my place to disci-
pline students for actions taken outside of school, the behavior was potentially dangerous and some of the students
were Wellesley High School athletes and hence are required by MIAA regulations to be free of substances (alcohol
or illegal drugs) at all times, whether in season or not, or in school or not. In fact, | am required by those same MIAA
standards to either respond through consequence (athletic suspension) or risk forfeiture of games and/or entire sea-
sons. With twelve of the students in the photos being athletes, it seemed the correct course of action was clear. In-
vestigate the matter through fair hearing with the students to determine the validity of the photos, notify the parents of
all involved students of what we had received and in the instance of the athletes, impose the mandated MIAA conse-
quence. This is the course of action that we followed.

However, as is typical with matters such as these, the situation took on a life of its own. Through a bizarre twist of
events, rumors spread wildly of the administration, having “two foot stacks of photos,” of hundreds of students being
implicated, of students being arrested and carted off to the police station, and of local news channels reporting on the
incident. None of these were true. | received twelve photos, the police were not notified, and | have not discussed
the matter with the press.

The manner in which large numbers of people chose to gossip about what was happening was not good. Particularly
given that | received only three phone calls and two emails soliciting the actual facts of the situation. The students
receiving consequences represented less than one percent of the student body, which therefore did not warrant pub-
lic disclosure. They deserved to have their privacy, and that of their families, respected to the greatest degree possi-
ble. In addition, by not announcing what took place | hoped to reduce the chances of “copy cat” behavior, and to
keep this relatively small incident from becoming a media bonanza. | am hopeful that this will not be misinterpreted
as an effort at concealment.

It appears that in Wellesley, as in several area communities, we are grappling with two common struggles of the age.
One, young people are experimenting with alcohol and creating potentially dangerous situations and two, they are
advertising that fact on the World Wide Web through such social networking sites as Facebook and Myspace, which
are known to be frequented by college admissions officers and employers. For that reason, | do intend to discuss
these issues with our students at upcoming class meetings, and am actively seeking to obtain an expert speaker to



From the Principal: by Andrew Keough (con't.)

address parents on the subject as well. In the interim, | view this event as a teachable moment for you the parents to
have conversations with your teenagers about safety, wise decision making and good discretion. As | have men-
tioned in the past, our students may look like adults, but they are still very much children and as such need our guid-

ance, particularly around issues of safety.

I hope this helps to “clear the air” on this issue and would be happy to discuss it further should you feel the need.

As | have said several times this year, despite an occasional set back, we are off to a wonderful start this year and
are excited about what the future holds for Wellesley High School. We have a fantastic high school, which is getting
better daily! Thank you for your continued support. | look forward to seeing you around the school.

Sincerely,

Bulletin Board

DANCE SHOWCASE

Exciting news from our Fithess and Health Department! On
Monday, November 17th. There will be a state-wide Dance
Showcase that will highlight our very own Let's Dance classes
from Wellesley High School. The Dance Showcase will be held at the
79th Annual Massachusetts Association of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance (MAHPERD) convention at the DCU Center in
Worcester MA. This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase the fabulous
Let's Dance classes to a group of educational professionals throughout
the state and New England region. Students from Kathy Brophy's class
will perform various dances which include salsa, merengue, foxtrot, hus-
tle, cha-cha, and swing. We would like to thank Wellesley Education
Foundation for their assistance in funding this course. For further infor-
mation, please email Kathy Brophy at
kathy brophy@wellesley.k12.ma.us.

%’ NEW DATE: Coffee
& with the Principal

Thursday, November 20th
7:30 a.m.— 8:00 a.m.
Faculty Dining Room

URINETOWN Tickets on
Sale Now!

See page 17 of this newsletter for last
minute ticket information.

PTSO Meeting

Wednesday, November 19"

THE WHS PTSO

"y Wellesley High

at 7:30 PM

First Church of Roxbury,
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All articles should be emailed by this
date to CJTMT@comecast.net.

will be Academic Placement: how
to support students in making
course and level choices that are
right for them. Representatives of
the Guidance Department will be in
attendance.

Please look for an email confirming
your submission has been received.
If you use Apple software, enclose
your submission in the body of the
email message. Thank you.

Please note that one of this year’s
upcoming meetings is scheduled to be
held in the morning. Continue to check
the monthly WHS Newsletter for meet-
ing locations and any changes.

Directions to the church can be
found at www.uuum.org. If you are
interested in carpooling, please be
in the circle of the High School by
6:45 PM.
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“The High Cost of
Invasive Parenting”

ﬁ Lecture, DECEMBER 9th

Come see Hara Estroff Marano in an evening event for
the entire Wellesley community on December 9th at 7
p.m. in the Wellesley High School Auditorium as
she discusses “The High Cost of Invasive
Parenting”.  Admission is free and this event is open
to the public. See page 16 of this newsletter for a
more detailed description of this event.

Library Thank You

gThanks to all the parents who donated a po-

etry book to the library during the Sponsor-A-
Book event. We added over 30 poetry books to the
collection. Thanks!

Wellesley Scholarship Foundation

Wellesley Scholarship Foundation (WSF) is now ac-
cepting applications for the 2009 — 2010 school year.
WSF provides college scholarships to residents of
Wellesley who attend undergraduate programs and
have financial need. A four-member subcommittee of
Trustees oversees the annual selection of scholarship
recipients. In 2008, WSF awarded $229,000 in need-
based awards to 64 Wellesley college students. In ad-
dition, each year two endowed merit scholarships are
awarded to graduating high school seniors in recogni-
tion of outstanding achievement and citizenship.

Need-based: Need is determined using the
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE. All financial information
is kept strictly confidential. Scholarship amounts range
in size from $500 to $9,500 annually and are awarded
in June. It is necessary to apply annually for all need-
based awards. In addition, the WSF Scholarship Com-
mittee administers applications for the Wellesley Hills
Woman'’s Club and the Wellesley Historical Society.

Merit-based: The Margaret Daniels Scholarship for
women and the Donald P. Babson Scholarship for men
are endowed merit-based awards also administered by
the Foundation. Each year a scholarship is awarded to
a graduating male and graduating female high school
student.

Applications are available on the Wellesley Scholar-
ship Foundation website,
www.wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org, at the
Wellesley High School Guidance Department and at
the Selectman’s Office in Town Hall. Please note that
the February 1, 2009 deadline for completed applica-
tions is firm. For further information visit our website or
contact Terry Hluchyj at 781-235-4176 or at
Ms.Hluchyj@wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org.

,:\1, NOMINATIONS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

Our school and district are participating in a regional
award program that recognizes and rewards educators in
the region who have made outstanding contributions in
their classrooms, schools and communities. The Goldin
Foundation for Excellence in Education addresses the
challenge of maintaining and fostering excellence in ele-
mentary and secondary schools, seeks to foster respect
for and appreciation of educators by publicizing their
achievements, and provides an Annual Educators Forum
at which award recipients share their efforts.

Eligibility for the six annual awards of $500 each includes
any person working directly with students, teachers, and
other support staff within the school setting or in the com-
munity. Participants may include, but are not limited to:
" certified classroom teachers (experienced or new
to the profession)
administrators
guidance counselors
school specialists
school nurses
part-time teachers and substitute teachers
teachers' aides
parents and representatives of the community

Areas of participation may include, but are not limited to
the following:

enriching innovative programs in the classroom,
school or community

engaging in professional growth

establishing programs for other educators
designing programs that focus on special popula-
tions

developing initiatives for collaboration between the
schools and parents or members of the commu-
nity

The Goldin Foundation For Excellence in Education is a
non-profit organization. It serves public school systems
represented by The Education Cooperative (TEC):

CANTON, DEDHAM, DOVER, DOVER-SHERBORN,
FRAMINGHAM, HOLLISTON, HOPKINTON, MED-
FIELD, NATICK, NEEDHAM, NORWOOD, SHER-
BORN, THE EDUCATION COOPERATIVE, WAL-
POLE, WAYLAND, WELLESLEY, AND WESTWOOD.

Nominations must be received by January 16, 2009.
Awards will be made in April, 2009. For further informa-
tion, including the nomination process, profiles of the
award recipients and their projects, and other Goldin
Foundation programs, please view the website:
www.goldinfoundation.org.

***Nomination forms are available in the main office forms
drawer.
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Calling Al
SENIOR Parents

A The talented decorations committee for
the All Night Party is asking that you take
some time between now and winter break
to stroll down memory lane and gather 5-8 photographs
of your child from approximately age five years to the
present. You can include individual pictures, sports
photos, plays, senior friends at different ages, school
activities, senior portraits, etc. These pictures cannot be
returned to you, so please make copies or photo copy
them and put them in a sealed envelope with your
child's first and last name on it. There will be a shoe box
in the office for collection purposes. You can also mail
them to: Ellen Prives 38 Willow Street Wellesley, MA
02481 Please don't delay, | am sure it will take some
time to account for everyone! | can assure you the kids
will not be disappointed with the fabulous display!
Please contact Ellen Prives at eprivesl@verizon.net or
781-235-1199 if you have any questions. Thanks for
your help! Ellen

TEC Internship
Meeting

The Education Cooperative
(TEC) will discuss its career
internships at an informa-
tion session on December
10th at the Wellesley Public
Library at 7 p.m. For more
info and to RSVP, see page
17 of newsletter.

Transitions for
Teens

Rob Evans will discuss
teens adjusting to transi-
tions on November 3rd at 9.
a.m. at the Wellesley Public
Library. Sponsored by
Wellesley Youth Commis-
sion. See page 17 for more
details.

UPDATE: VACATION
SPORTS PRACTICES

In response to recommendations from the

Culture and Climate Committee, the Athletic
Department will not schedule Freshmen and JV contests
during the school vacations. Practice during vacations
will be optional, without consequence for absence, how-
ever athletes who will be away are expected to notify the
coach in advance. This change will be noted in the ath-
letic handbook in future publications.

Cotillion News:
Chaperones Needed

RSVP: By early November, all juniors and
seniors in Wellesley High School should
have received a formal invitation to the Wellesley Cotil-
lion to be held on Saturday, December 13th, 7:30-11:00
PM at the Dorothy Quincy Suite, Back Bay Event Center
in Copley Place, Boston. A prompt response is advis-
able, as space is limited. We will be able to comforta-
bly accommodate more students than prior years but
admittance is based on first come first served basis.

]

Call for Chaperones: Volunteers to assist in all aspects
of the Cotillion are still needed particularly chaper-
ones. In addition, we are looking for some freshman or
sophomore parents willing to volunteer early on in the
evening of December 13", so that junior and senior par-
ents may see their children off to the Cotillion. Please
contact Laura Heffernan
at WellesleyCotillion@gmail.com if you are able to vol-
unteer at the Cotillion.

Funding: The Catillion is the celebration of our young
adults and has traditionally been a gift from the parents
of Wellesley as they finish up their High School years.
This tradition has no admission fee or ticket price but
rather depends on your financial support. The Cotillion
is not funded by the Town of Wellesley or any public or
private school. The suggested donation is $60 to cover
costs for your child.

If you have any questions, please contact Liz Harring-
ton, Cotillion Chair at WellesleyCotillion@gmail.com or
781-235-5778.

WHS Girls Gymnastics

Team Reinstated
Practices Begin December 1st

All are invited to join — current, former and beginning
gymnasts. No competitive experience required. No one
will be cut from the team. If anyone is interested in join-
ing the team, please contact KC Kato at
kckato@comcast.net for more information.

Wellesley Little League and
Wellesley Girl's Softball
Notice of Registration for Spring 2009

The Wellesley Little League Board of Direc-
tors has announced that registration for the
Spring 2009 Baseball and Softball programs will begin in
early November. Email notices will be sent to all eligible
players from previous years. All registrations will be
processed online through our website
www.wellesleylittleleague.org.

EIi%ibIe players include boys and girls, Kindergarten thru
10™ grade, living or attending school in Wellesley. All
players must have been born no earlier than 5/1/92. All
interested players are invited to register. Information on
player and coaches clinics, a list of important dates for
the Spring 2009 season, WLL and Girls’ Softball League
descriptions, and all other program information w i | |
also be available on the website as of early November.
The deadline for registration is December 28th. Late
fees will be assessed. If you have any questions, please
email WLL at Admin@WellesleyLittleLeague.org, or call
the WLL phone 781-235-5411.
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InStrumental Thanksgiving Thanksgiving_ NO
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Thanksgiving Game Needham Day
Recess High School
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Guidance

The School Counseling Department now has a web
site available through the district web site
www.wellesley.mec.edu. Click on schools, high
school, then departments, guidance.

SENIORS, SENIORS, SENIORS

Seminars

The senior counselors are extremely pleased with the pro-
gress students are making in the college application proc-
ess. While many students have filed applications for Early
Decision, Early Action or rolling admissions, most are now
finalizing their lists, completing applications and should be
working hard to maintain strong academic records. In
Senior Seminar, they have discussed application proce-
dures, essays, and interviews as well as individual student
concerns. Students are able to continue meeting with their
counselors in seminar to work on applications and finalize
their plans through early December. In addition, they may
also meet with their counselor individually and parents
should feel free to call with any questions.

This is a good time to review an application check list with
your senior; most colleges provide such a check list as
part of the application materials. The application organizer
the students received in seminar is also helpful for this
purpose. Students need to be sure they have met all re-
quirements for each application; that they have completed
the entire application and essays; that they have re-
quested their SAT REASONING and SAT SUBJECT
TESTS scores be sent to each college; that they have
followed the required procedure and given teachers
who are writing their recommendations the required
forms along with stamped, addressed envelopes; that
they have submitted their cover sheet and secondary
school report form to their counselor ; and that if they
are interviewing, the interviews have been scheduled. We
are encouraging all students to file at least one application
by Thanksgiving (no matter what the deadline may be) to
get the process moving and help make the holiday season
a little less stressful.

Early Decision Confusion

We are hearing that there are different restrictions from
colleges on whether a student can file an Early Decision
application to one college and an Early Action application
to another. Most colleges comply with the National Asso-
ciation for College Admission Counseling guidelines which
state that a student may file one Early Decision and one
Early Action application or more than one Early Action ap-
plication. It is important to understand that Early Decision
is binding unless financial aid is inadequate and to make
sure that you and your child know what the restrictions are
for the early plans at the schools to which s/he is applying.
If the policy is unclear, call the admissions office(s) to clar-
ify the situation.

Early Decision Insurance Plan

Students who have applied to a college under an Early
Decision plan must be working on other applications that
are due in January. Those who are deferred or denied in
December, often lose their momentum and have enor-
mous difficulty mustering the motivation to do a good job
on their next round of applications. It is well worth the ef-
fort for students to have the next applications ready to malil
before hearing the response on their Early Decision appli-
cation. Consider it an insurance policy; if they are lucky
enough to be accepted early, they can happily discard the
prepared applications!

Students should also remember that if they are accepted
to a college under an Early Decision plan, they have
agreed to withdraw any other applications they may have
filed. It is imperative that they follow through on this obli-
gation and may do so via e-mail, a telephone call or a let-
ter to the admissions office.

College Representatives are Still Visiting WHS

We encourage the seniors to attend these meetings to
meet (sometimes for a second time) the representatives
who may be reviewing WHS students' applications in their
admissions committee meetings. Juniors are welcome to
attend these college visits if they do not have a class.

Applications, Cover Sheets and College Lists

As students submit applications in the next several weeks,
we urge you to remind them (as we have) that materials
must be submitted to the Guidance Office at leastt  wo
weeks before the transcript and recommendations are

to be sent . In the case of a January 1 deadline, we re-
quire that the guidance counselor portion of the ap pli-
cation be submitted by December 1.  Before a student's
initial application is sent, counselors will want to meet with
him/her to review the transcript, temporary record and
cover sheet. After that, application materials must be sub-
mitted with the cover sheet and may be given to the appro-
priate secretary.

In developing or expanding lists of colleges, it is important
for students to apply to colleges in all three ranges of se-
lectivity: reaches, 50/50's, and likelies. It is crucial that all
the schools on their list be ones the students would gladly
attend. Seniors should investigate all of their college
choices with careful thought and consideration. For a num-
ber of reasons, students sometimes decide to attend a
school that is not the most competitive on their list.
Therefore they need to make sure that they have given
themselves good choices in all ranges. In the last year or
two, we have begun to see the effect of the increased
number of students applying to colleges. Students should
have a substantial number of colleges in their likely range
if they want to have several choices in the spring.
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Make it as easy as possible

We are encouraging students to make the actual comple-
tion of applications as stress-free as possible by using
one of the many computerized systems available. The
Common  Application can be accessed at
WWw.commonapp.org. Students may also use
www.collegeboard.com, which also has many applica-
tions available on line.

NCAA Eligibility Requirements

Any student who is planning to participate in Division | or
Division Il athletics must be certified by the NCAA Initial-
Eligibility Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse was estab-
lished as a separate organization by the NCAA member
institutions in January 1993. It is the students' responsi-
bility to make sure that the Clearinghouse has the docu-
ments it needs to certify them.

Students should apply for certification before graduation.
The Clearinghouse will issue a preliminary certification if a
student appears to meet the requirements and will make
a final certification decision after reviewing the final tran-
script. Brochures explaining the GPA and SAT/ACT re-
quirements and the student release forms are available
for interested students in the guidance office. For infor-
mation about the NCAA, answers to frequently asked
guestions, and to register go to www.ncaa.org.

Financial Aid Information

Need vs. Merit

As seniors are completing their applications for college,
parents are likely to be focusing on the issue of college
costs. Financial aid consists of grants, loans and campus
jobs which are provided to students whose parents have
demonstrated that they cannot afford the total cost of their
child's college education. Ninety-five percent of the
money students receive is awarded on the basis of need,
not merit.

Don't lose heart, however, if you think you may not qual-
ify. There seems to be an increasing amount of merit aid
available particularly from private colleges. These monies
are awarded to students in recognition of a particular tal-
ent or skill, or to reward them for a high level of academic
achievement. Some students find they are eligible for
merit scholarships at the colleges in their 50-50, realistic
and likelies range as offering money is a way for colleges
to draw students who might not otherwise matriculate
there.

Please note that there are many scholarship opportunities
readily available from our town and community organiza-
tions including the Wellesley Town Scholarships, the
Wellesley Scholarship Foundation, the Wellesley Hill
Women's Club, the Wellesley Hills Junior Woman's Club,
the Wellelsey Arts and Crafts Guild and the Wellesley
Teachers Association. Applications for these scholar-
ships are available on the web at wellesleyscholarship-
foundation.org.

Guidance
|

Financial Aid Forms

Please check out the Wellesley Town Scholarship web-
site for the booklet on local scholarships and the Welles-
ley Scholarship Common Application;
<wellesleyscholarshipfoundation.org>.

Check out our files

Students are reminded to check out the financial aid infor-
mation on file in the Planning and Placement Center.
One drawer has information sent to us from colleges re-
garding specific scholarship programs, another has infor-
mation on scholarships offered by many different organi-
zations, (e.g., athletes with asthma, students of Lithua-
nian descent, Coca Cola, fraternal organizations).

Check with your Employer

Many large companies offer some sort of assistance in
the realm of college expenses; some offer competitive
scholarships, others offer funds for anyone who applies.
It is worth checking with your employer to see if they offer
any scholarships for children of employees.

Please make sure you use the College application
organization software for WHS at
http://connection.naviance.com/wellesley - you have
the password. The list of college visits is there.

JUNIORS, JUNIORS, JUNIORS

PSAT

Most juniors took the PSAT/NMSQT on October 18th. In
mid-December, students will receive their scores, their
test booklets and all of the correct answers. Watch for
more information in the December newsletter on how stu-
dents can make the best use of these helpful materials.

The Pressure of Junior Year

You may notice that your son/daughter is exhibiting signs
of stress this year - or showing more concern about aca-
demic performance this year than in the past. It is true
that students' academic work this year is somewhat more
important than it was in 9th or 10th grade because it will
be the most recent full year of achievement that the col-
leges will see during the application process.

Junior year performance counts equally as one of the
three years of academic work quantified in a student's
GPA. It generally reflects consistent progress for most
students and it is the unusual case where one's junior
year indicates a marked increase or decrease in aca-
demic performance. It is rare that junior year perform-
ance alone will make a significant difference in a student's
chances for acceptance to a particular college. In addi-
tion, senior year grades are also extremely important be-
cause most college admissions officers place heavy em-
phasis on academic work throughout high school.
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We need to work together to help our juniors keep things
in perspective. Many students will continue to progress,
achieving as they have in the past. Others will perform
better this year because they are more motivated and
conscientious in their approach to academics. Still others
will improve academically because they are maturing and
taking school (and perhaps life in general) more seriously.
Most college admissions officers view the junior year as a
good window into the type of student one will be in col-
lege, but many juniors need to be reminded that their con-
sistent efforts will reap the same good results as they
have in the last two years. It is not a time to panic or to
feel that all their college acceptances hinge upon this
year's performance.

Conversations at Home

As you begin (or in some cases, continue) to discuss the
college selection process with your junior, it is wise to fo-
cus on the more philosophical aspects of this develop-
mental process. What is most important for your child in
the next year is what he or she learns about him or her-
self. Students will be making decisions about many is-
sues as they go through the college search process: how
far from home they want to be; the academic and social
atmosphere they think they would like; possible majors or
areas of interest; whether they want to be in a large uni-
versity setting, in a smaller more intimate liberal arts col-
lege, or more specialized school, or a post-graduate pro-
gram; whether they want to be in or near a city or whether
they prefer a more rural setting. It is important to keep in
mind that there are colleges in every level of selectivity
that will fit each student's criteria.

One of the greatest gifts you as parents can give your

Guidance

child as your family goes through this process is the un-
derstanding that it is your child's search, that it will be ex-
citing and interesting to see what happens, and that you
have no preconceived idea of where they should go to
college. The anxiety that many students bring to the col-
lege search can be greatly diffused by the influence of
philosophical and realistic parents. On the other hand,
that same anxiety can be seriously exacerbated by those
who impose their own wishes or expectations too strenu-
ously into the mix. We will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss these issues in our Junior Parent meetings in the
spring, but please call or make an appointment with your
child's counselor if you would like to discuss your child's
particular situation. As you know, we will be meeting with
juniors throughout second semester in guidance seminar
where the major focus will be on the college search proc-
ess.

FRESHMEN AND SOPHOMORES
(JUNIORS AND SENIORS TOOQ!)

Grades close for the first term November 7th and report
cards will be delivered to students around the 16th.

If you find that despite hard work and seeking assistance
from his or her teacher(s), your child is not doing as well
as anticipated, please call your child's teacher(s) to dis-
cuss the situation. If it appears that a level change is ap-
propriate, or if you are concerned about your child's over-
all progress, please call his or her school counselor to
discuss the situation further.
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Department News

WINTER SEASON

From the Desk of the Athletic Director SPORTS AVAILABLE:

John Brown,

Director , Athletic Department Boys Basketball: Varsity, JV & Freshman
Wellesley Public Schools Girls Basketball: Varsity, JV & Freshman
John_Brown@wellesley.k12.ma.us Varsity Dance Team

. . Girls Gymnastics
The Athletic Department would like to congratulate the more Boys Indoor Track: Varsity & JV

than 450 students that participated in Fall Sports. We hope ; . ;

that a good experience was had by all. We also remind all ath- gg)llss lg\(/jv?grrT]-I}:%Ck' varsity & JV
letes, if you are planning to play a winter sport, gold forms are Boys Diving

available and should be turned in to the athletic office immedi- Boys Ice Hockey: Varsity & JV

ately. Girls Ice Hockey: Varsity & JV
Winter Sports start on Monday, December 1, 2008. \é\{(ri(ierslsgtll.lnl\?(.)r\é?chIty &V
Skiing: Alpine

From the Desk of the Performing Arts Director fm ¥
Elizabeth Scanlon, Director, Performing Arts, Wellesley Public Schools <D

We brighten the gray skies of November with the Wellesley High School Drama Department version of the Broadway
musical, “URINETOWN.” Tickets are on sale now. Don’t miss the opportunity to see this fun musical brought to life
on our High School Stage.

We start the holiday season with our first Winter Concert on Monday, November 17th. Enjoy the smooth jazz of the 1
o'clock Jazz Band and 2 o’clock Jazz Band. Look for another concert on Tuesday, November 25.

Our web site is still a “work in progress,” but check us out. We'll be adding more and more information as the year
progresses. Our web address is www.wellesley.mec.edu/programs/pages/PA/index.html.  Our Calendar of Events
lists activities in a 3-month time line. Feel free to contact the office (781-446-6250 ext 4120) for additional informa-
tion or clarification.

Please circle those events most important to you.....

Thursday, Nov. 6 HS Musical, “URINETOWN,” 4:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Friday, Nov. 7 HS Musical, “URINETOWN,” 7:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Saturday, Nov. 8 HS Musical, “URINETOWN,” 2:00, 7:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Monday, Nov. 17 HS Jazz Winter Concert 7:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Saturday, Nov. 22 Sr. District Auditions Lincoln/Sudbury High School
Tuesday, Nov. 25 HS Instrumental Winter Concert 7:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Thursday, Dec. 11 HS Choral Concert 7:30 pm - HS Auditorium
Wed.&Thurs., Dec.17&18 HS One-Act Plays 7:30 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 23 HS Winter Concert Assembly HS Auditorium - 1:00 pm
Friday & Saturday, Jan. 9 & 10 Sr. District Festival Boston Univ.

Thursday, January 15 Grade 8 Parent Night at the high school
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Library

News from the Wellesley High School Library: ‘
Update on the Crockett Library Collection @
Last Year’s Big Project

Last year the librarians went shelf-by-shelf, row-by-row and “weeded” over 6000 books from the high school library
collection. (Thanks to all the parents who helped us with this. We definitely could not have done it without you!)
Our goal was to eliminate out of date books and begin to make strides toward making the collection more appeal-
ing and relevant to teachers and students. We also needed to open up more space in anticipation of the new

classrooms. In order to make informed decisions about material to discard, we talked to teachers, reviewed de-
partment curriculum, and asked for research project information.

The experience was extremely valuable to me in my first year as head librarian at Wellesley High School. It taught
me about the collection and the curriculum and provided some insight into the history of the collection in the Crock-
ett Library. There is no doubt that the library contained an extremely current collection when it opened in 1978. Our
goal is to bring the library into the 21% century by adding appropriate books along with more electronic resources:
databases, ebooks (books available online), and a strong library website. Developing strategies and a proficiency
for using both print and electronic resources while at WHS will inform students’ work in college, an internship, or a
first job.

Book Collection in 2006 versus 2008

Another evaluative tool we use to monitor our collection development progress is the collection analysis report. We
look at statistics like average age of different subjects versus recommended age and how many books we have in
different subjects. Earlier this year | compared two of these collection analyses: 12/2006 and 9/2008. By compar-
ing the two reports | learned that 4200 of the 6000 books weeded were published in 1960 or 1970. When looking
more closely at various groups, there were some noticeable shifts over the last two years.

Subject Average Book Age
In 2006 In 2008

Earth Science 1980 1986
Animals 1978 1985
Medical Sciences, 1986 1992
Agriculture 1978 1989
Chemical Engineering 1984 1994
General History of Africa 1979 1988
Reference Books 1987 1990

Thanks to PTSO money and the anonymous donation of $20,000 in 2007 and again in 2008 the library has begun
to make some headway. These increases in average book age are the result of both discarding old and purchas-
ing new books. (The Reference section has been worked on for a few years and is the most current in the collec-
tion.) However, it is an ongoing process to develop a library collection and will require additional funding that we
know, unfortunately, may not be there to the same extent next year.

Deeth Ellis, Head Librarian
Deeth_K._Ellis@wellesley.k12.ma.us
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Library

News from the Wellesley K-12 Director of Libraries:

3
| found it interesting to note that the majority of WHS students returning to school this fall were sur-
prised to find that academic classrooms had been built in the library over the summer. Regardless of
the many conversations our library staff had with students about this, in spite of articles written in The
Bradford describing the intended construction, and apparently ignoring the tremendous effort that was

undertaken by parents and librarians to weed books and remove shelving to provide adequate student seating, the
fact is that most of our students did not realize that their library was getting smaller.

One of the most noticeable effects of this construction was the necessity this year to limit the number of students
who use the library during the most heavily used block one. Block one in the library begins at 7:15 am as student
drivers arrive at school early to find parking, and as buses and parents drop off students for the day. Any student
who does not have a class block one may find one of three spaces- the library, cafeteria or mezzanine- for work,
socializing, eating and otherwise getting ready for the day. In past years, the library housed as many as one hun-
dred students at a time during this very busy block.

A solution to our smaller space and more limited seating capacity developed between Head Librarian, Ms. Ellis and
the Student Library Advisory Board, now in its second year, was that students wanting to use the library should ar-
rive between 7:15 am and 7:45 am at which time the library block would begin. Doors open again at 8:15 am to
allow other students to print, make copies and seek out assistance from the library staff. Students who arrive after
7:45 am may enter so long as they have a pass from a teacher.

Not surprisingly however, those students who arrive late without a pass sometimes disagree with this guideline. In
fact, one thing they often point out to us is that “there are empty seats.” While | could take time to count students
in order to justify the guideline, instead | point out to students that they are missing a crucial understanding about
the mission of a school library.

Since our student library users comprise a large and diverse community of learners, one hope that | have is for
them to continue to develop the ability to see things from the perspective of other students not in their immediate
peer group. And what students often do not realize is that for a library to fulfill its mission there should always be at
least some seating available.

Students do not ask other students to leave a computer and they would not dream of asking someone to leave so
they can have a seat. In spite of our encouragement to do so, they do not even approach the library staff if they
need a computer or table and one is not available. They simply walk away.

The new block one guidelines limit overcrowding by asking students to self-define appropriate and educational uses
of the library, and to learn to plan ahead for work to be done, or to make choices to meet friends in the cafeteria or
the mezzanine if their main objective is to socialize or touch base around after school activities. An additional bene-
fit is that by limiting the amount of students who come and go, the ability of other students to concentrate and get
their work done is vastly increased.

While we are sometimes a bit crowded at the Wilbury Crockett Library, and will continue to be so for at least the
next five years, we are also dedicated to providing academic space and atmosphere for all students who need it to
the best of our ability.

As always, | welcome your comments and questions.

Diane Cileno, K-12 Library Director
Diane_cileno@wellesley.k12.ma.us
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October 2008
Dear Parent or Guardian,

In order to insure that we give the best possilligcation and services to our students, we wargamlabout their atti-
tudes and behaviors with regard to a variety ofthéssues. To accomplish this, students in altigsaare being asked to
participate in a survey called tMetroWest Adolescent Health Survé&he survey covers many topics including alcohol,
tobacco and other drug use; violence and safetyition and physical activity; and mental healttni§ project will help
our district develop and enhance its health edocaind prevention services. We will be giving thisvey to all grades
on November % during their Block 3 class.

The survey isnonymous meaning your child will not put his or her nanretbe survey and no one will know what they
wrote. There will be no identifying information emy of the surveys.

Completing this survey goluntary. Your child’s grades in school will not be affedtey whether or not they participate.
Your child can also decide not to take the surweskip any question s/he doesn't wish to answer.

The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendmesita Federal Law that requires us to notify yoaaahof time about the survey,
and give you the chance to look at it, in case getide you do not want your child to take partydé would like to see
the survey a copy will be available at the mairiceff

If you DO NOT want your child to take part in thergey, please complete the form below and have ghild return it
to his or her school; attention Toni Duval, Direobd Fitness and Health by October 31, 2008. If framne any questions,
please feel free to contact Ms. Duval, DirectorFithess and Health at toni_duval@wellesley.k12.mau 781-446-
6210x 2020.

Andrew W. Keough
Principal

Child’s Name (Please print):
Child’'s School; Wellesley High School Grade:

| DO NOT allow my child to participate in the MetroWest Adolescent Health Survey.

Your name (please print)

Signature Date

Wellesley High School cultivates positive learnexgeriences and fosters responsibility and intggrit

so that, upon leaving, our students will continnedntribute to their worlds. November 2008



I PTSO NEWS \

From the PTSO Co-Presidents

We had a wonderful turnout for our first-ever morning PTSO meeting in October. Thank you all for taking
the time out to be there and participate in a lively discussion of the Culture and Climate Subcommittees’ rec-
ommendations. Thank you to Andrew for walking us through the work that has been presented to date and
to address many issues that have been on parents’ minds. We expect this will be only the first in an ongoing
dialogue about improvements to our students’ experience at WHS.

Our 2008/09 PTSO budget was approved and should be available for viewing soon on the PTSO web page
(http:/lwww.wellesley.mec.edu/whs/pages/ptso/index.html). Thanks to an increase in PTSO dues donations
we will be able to fund SmartBoards for 9 additional classrooms. Many of you were able to experience this
wonderful technology in the classes you visited on Back-to School Night.

We hope to see you for our next PTSO meeting which will be held the evening of Wednesday, November
19™ at the First Church of Roxbury. The topic of the meeting will be Academic Placement and how to sup-
port students in making course and level choices that are right for them. Representatives of the Guidance
Department will be in attendance. Carpooling will be available.

Roberta Francis llissa Povich

robertawf@aol.com povich@comcast.net

781-235-9545 781-431-2239
THANK YOU

Thank you to the following parents who provided wonderful baked
goods for the October faculty meeting: Sally Hotchin, Vicky Keiser,
Pamela Oswald Louis, Sally McNagny, Christy Refojo, and Susan
Shephard. The teachers thoroughly enjoyed them!

Thanks also to Regina Marostica who provided delicious refresh-
ments for our October PTSO meeting.

Special thanks to Dawna Dewire, Grace Berestecki, Jen Cor-
nelssen and Ann Kaplan for all of their work on the WHS Student
and Family Directory which was distributed to students in mid-
October.

Thanks also to Kathy LaPoint, Cathy DuBois and Paula Santan-
gelo and their helpers for organizing refreshments for Back-to-
School Night.

HOSPITALITY THANK YOU
B

Thank you to all the bakers for their contribution to the Back-to-

ML The Wellesley

School night refreshments. Thanks go to Jane Van Aken, Karen Bee
Baldwin, Liz Cua, Sharon Kirby and Nancy Nash. We appreciate your Thursday, Nov. 6, 7 p.m.
baking and delivering your goodies to school. Wellesley High School Cafeteria

Kathy LaPoint, Cathy DuBois, Paula Santangelo
Hospitality Co-Chairs
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Student News

2009

The Senior class of 2009 celebrated the final Hallow-
een of their high school careers with the annual Senior
parade. Creative, silly, and fun outfits dominated the
day as the students traveled from hallway to hallway
giving out candy and showing off their designing skills
in a very successful event. As the Seniors persevere
through crunch time of the college application process,
they still have Thanksgiving to look forward to including
spirit week, the pep-rally, and the Needham-Wellesley
football game.

2010
Blitz Day for all members of the Class of 2010 is coming
up! On TUESDAY, November 4th (Election Day), juniors
will split up into groups, go to Wellesley's local mer-
chants, and ask for donations for the Junior Class Auc-
tion. Sign-ups will be on the mezzanine at the High
School at lunch. Please have your son/daughter sign up
or talk to one of the officers. If a parent has any other
qguestions about Blitz Day or wants to help out, please
email the class officer parents at:
Jeanette Dibiase: jodibiase@comcast.net
Amita Bhatt:; amita@bhatt-family.com
Kathy LaPoint: lapoint@comcast.net
Barbara McMahon: bhm411@comcast.net.

2011

The sophomore class has many exciting upcoming and
future events that we are excited to inform you about!
First, we held our homecoming semi-formal dance Fri-
day the 17th from 7:00-9:30 PM in the cafeteria. Thank
you to all the parents who offered to help out with the
dance. The theme for the dance was fall and tickets
were five dollars. We all had a great time! We are ac-
tively seeking to provide concessions at the Annual
Town Meeting this March. Look for us at the Middle
School. We also participated in the Wellesley Service
League’s annual toy drive through advertising, and solic-
iting our class for donations. We would like to thank Mrs.
Harrington, our PTSO liaison, and Mrs. Hull, who were
instrumental in allowing us to participate in this auspi-
cious event. There was a wonderful turn out, and we are
all very pleased at that! We are also working on getting
our new class website created and running to provide for
better communication with our class, as well as updating
our class bulletin board outside the main office. Prepar-
ing for the November's Spirit Week, holding a talent
show, and organizing a class breakfast are all upcoming
events that are employing our attention, too. There is
quite a lot occurring in the sophomore class, and we are
all greatly enthusiastic about what will be a fantastic
year!

STUDENT CONGRESS

Policy changes and new issues have jump started dis-
cussions in Student Congress. A subcommittee was
formed to discuss the new stricter enforcement of cell
phone usage in schools. Students felt like the idea of
the rule was fair, but wanted to have the enforcement
more uniform. Additionally, with the new school project
fast approaching kids are starting to examine how the
project will affect them. Students talked about how the
old school would continue to need to change before the
new school was built and what sacrifices that meant.
Furthermore, students were focused on parking during
the construction, because currently students have no
parking for the next four years. Lastly, a freshman rep-
resentative, Priyanka Fouda, was elected for school
council. Overall, Student Congress has gotten off to a
great start this year.

KEY CLUB

This year seems to be starting off on a good note for all
of the Key Club members. We are at the point where
almost all of our members have paid their dues and a
lot of events are coming up to keep all of the volunteers
busy this fall. The Halloween-themed Bates Pumpkin
Fair was held last month on October 18" at 10 a.m.
There was a huge turnout, with many key club mem-
bers present to help with face painting, greeting, and
working in the haunted house. The Food Drive to Bene-
fit Wellesley Food Pantry is going on this month at The
Wellesley Congregational Church on November 8th.
We need Key Club members to come out and help sort
and pack donations given to the church for families in
need. Earth Club and The Sunday Club are still taking
place and are looking for new people to come and help
out. More information on specific events and the ones
listed above can be obtained through Mr. Fantini (in
room 328), or by attending our meetings on Tuesdays
at 2:30pm in the Little Theatre.
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BLITZ DAY

Calling all Junior Parents!

Half-day TUESDAY November 4"

Soliciting donations from local merchants for
Junior Class Auction

Also looking for parent volunteers to accompanylstits in assigned sectors and follow
up with merchants when necessary

Dear Class of 2010 families,

Our Junior Boat Cruise, Senior Banquet and Prom seayn far off but the time to raise funds for them
now. Our Junior Class Auction is scheduled to fallkee on Saturday, April 4th 2009. Money raised at
the Auction pays for these class activities. Theanmoney we raise, the more affordable we can make
them.

One of our most important sources for auction itamnesWellesley merchants. Every year students from
the WHS Junior Class canvas the entire town, reémgedonations from all stores and businesses. This
event, known as “Blitz Day”, takes place on thetrfeadf day Tuesday, November 4th.

“Blitz Day” is a fun event designed not only togaifunds but also to raise class spirit. We kitloor
Blitz with a free lunch in the cafeteria at thes#mf school (11:35 AM). There we organize intougs,
each of which will be given a designated part @frido cover with a list of stores and businessdse
students will be given a letter of introductionrfrdhe school to give each merchant, donation foemd,
receipts. Parents areneeded to help with oversight and transportation.

Interested parents, please contact any of us bgikeemphone:
Jeanette Dibiasejodibiase@comcast.net
Amita Bhatt: amita@bhatt-family.com

Kathy LaPoint: lapoint@comcast.net
Barbara McMahon: Bhm411l@comcast.net
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The Education Cooperative
Internship Info Sessions

Career Exploration for All Area High School Students

Wellesley Information session

/- 8:00 p.m.
December 10, 2008

Wellesley Library- Arnold Room

Visit our website to download an application,
read FAQs and open house information.

WWW.tec-coop.org

RSVP: 781 326 2473 x121
ssigel@tec-coop.org
TEC representatives will be available to an-

swer questions you have about the Intern-
ship experience.

The Education Cooperative (TEC) will be hosting informational
Open Houses for students and parents. Come to the Wellesley
session on December 10th at the WPL to find out about our excit-
ing 60-hour internships for high school students.

These unpaid internships provide valuable hands-on career explo-
ration in a field of the student’s interest and are recorded on their
high school records.

Internships are offered during the academic and summer
months.

Participants are students that have completed two years of
high school.

Student internship placements are based on geographical lo-
cation, transportation, student availability and interests.

During their internships, students can attend helpful workshops
such as college essay writing, interviewing skills and resume writ-

ing.

Visit our web site to view some frequently asked questions (FAQS).
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